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Wisconsin Traffic Operations Sketch Planning


PROJECT OVERVIEW

Background
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The Wisconsin Traffic Operations Sketch Planning effort began in October 2005 with a request for information issued by the Traffic Operations and Safety (TOPS) Laboratory and Wisconsin Department of Transportation (WisDOT). The request was designed to better understand work underway in other areas of the country related to traffic operations planning. 

Purpose
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WisDOT has a history of using traffic management and operations tools, but planning, implementation and operation of them has been isolated from traditional processes. Because these tools can provide benefits where pavement solutions are unfeasible, they should be evaluated on equal footing. The sketch planning effort will develop a method for that evaluation and will do so in a fashion that leverages vs. parallels planning and programming processes.

Scope
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Initiated in July 2006, the project encompasses four planning efforts that, when folded together, will comprise the overall sketch plan for statewide traffic operations. 

· Corridor Planning Methodology for Traffic Operations

· Ramp Control and Surveillance

· Travel Warning and Information Systems

· Traffic Signal Systems
Upcoming Activities
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Upon completing a state and national scan of the state-of-the-practice in traffic operations planning, the Corridor Planning Methodology for Traffic Operations effort will begin. This will establish a foundation to develop system performance goals and criteria, collect data, identify technology alternatives and develop infrastructure and operations plans in the three areas of traffic operations.
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